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PICTURE BOOKS 


Gay, Zhenya Viking 
LOOK! $2.00 































* Here are big, softly toned animal pictures by the author that reach out in 
direct appeal and ask for a turning and returning of pages. Opposite each picture, a 
line of rhythmical text defines lamb, mouse, elephant, kitten, puppy,etc. Every few 
animals, there's an unmistakably tempting invitation to “Turn the pages of this book 
and LOOK!", and at the end still another- "There are more on the shelf..."- that should 
send young onlookers scurrying over their mothers' knees for a grab at the family li- 
brary. A charmer. J.L.G. Cloth. (10/3) 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
Little Golden Books Simon & Schuster : 


(Publ. ) Goldencraft cloth binding, ea. 85¢ 


Bedford, Annie North- BUGS BUNNY AND THE INDIANS- Wily trickery in the color- 
ful West has its outcome when Bugs mollifies a warring tribe with water pistols. Sage- 
brush, feathers and hopping ranch hands abound in the Warner Bros. studio pictures. 


Lachman, Ruth Mabee- BOATS- All kinds of vessels vividly pictured in their 
| customary waterways and performing their usual tasks- a tanker on the Hudson, a fire- 
boat off lower Manhattan, a liner, a Mississippi ferry. Appendixed by the signal flag 
alphabet and some of the boat to boat light and whistle signals. A good beginner. 
Pictures by Lenora and Herbert Combes have accuracy and sprightliness. 


United Nations Department of Public Information Whittlesey House 
A GARDEN WE PLANTED TOGETHER $2.00 


As a first of its kind for the age group, this should find country-wide space 
on first grade and kindergarten classroom tables as a very nice explanation of the work- 
ing principle behind the United Nations. Illustrated with large diagrammatic pictures 
in soft browns, the simple text tells of children from many countries who come to a 
rocky field and decide to plant a garden there. After clearing the debris they argue 
about how to proceed with their different flowers. They write The Charter of the Gar- 
den for a working guide, but after a while there is trouble with a bed here, a droop- 
ing stalk there. Their own experts discover a water problem and on re-consulting the 
charter, they team up for successful ditch digging and irrigation. Four pages on the 
similarly co-planned, co-operative adult U.N. crown the flower garden triumph. Double 
list for Read Aloud. (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Safier, Daniel Edwin Caxton 
THE LISTENING BOOK $h .00 


* Exclaim happily and take a look at this for some delightful read aloud times. 
It's a collection of stories, verses and pieces of an abstract nature, some short, some 
@ long, all playing on sounds- words, rustling leaves, animal grunts, the squeak of a 
door- sounds that fascinate children and which, as they are described here, will lead 
to a lot more listening. There's the "Per" sound and the "Whiss" sound that flit to- 
gether and apart in a tricky series of inversions called "The Sound that Turned Around"- 
and finally make a whisper; the lost and found howling growling sound; a pleasant alpha- 
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bet poem that leaves the kinds to their own guessing; a slushy swimmy story full of 
swishes, flips and silences, about a fish who says " “and an oyster who says 

. ". The author's presentation is coy- he calls his little items "“soundies” or 
"roundies" and with his stories, includes "Editorial Whispers"- neatly italicized "para- 
graphies" to give the reader a hint here and there on how to read properly, but ever cau- 
tioning that one's own imagination is the best guide. These will take acting but a good 
job will entrance the young and perhaps get them to memorize some of the passages for 
themselves. There are a lot of pictures too, sadly- we don't know who by and haven't 
seen but one of them and that, of two cutely rounded, Disney-like children. (10/10) 


William Collins 
GETUP CRUSOE Stiff cardboard ea. 50¢ 
THE TREASURE HUNT 
STRIPEY TO THE RESCUE 
GUMPA AND THE PAINT BOX 
WOEFUL AND THE WASPBERRIES 
KINKER VISITS THE ANIMAL SHELF 
THE HUGE ADVENTURE OF LITTLE MUT 


Under the appellation of Animal Shelf Series. all of these small (43 x 53) 
books, by an English author who writes and draws like Beatrix Potter, are about the same 
set of toy animals and their young owner Timothy. Stripey the zebra, Getup the giraffe, 
Little Mut the dog, Woeful the monkey and Gumpa the bear are lodged on a shelf above 
Timothy's bed. A cozy narration and even more cozily pictured nursery and garden esca- 
pades follow them along such worthy byways as hunting for raspberries for Timothy's birth- 
day, or into such traps as a loss of spots while playing Robinson Crusoe- or even gaining 
unnecessary ones while faking a case of measles. Small folk for small fry, and a dimini- 
tive price as well make these appealing merchandise. (9/2) 


Bright, Robert Doubleday @ 
RICHARD BROWN AND THE DRAGON $2.00 


The Middle Ages and the days of chivalry are relit with wit in a fine funny re- 
telling of the bucketmaker's apprentice anecdote from Mark Twain's 4 7rip Abroad, After 
Princess Rosalie's latest armored suitor has perished at the maw and flame of the dragon 
the king wants killed, Richard, ever staying up all hours and inventing things in his 
bucket shop, extinguishes the dragon with his Secret Dragon Weapon- an air pressure fire 
extinguisher, and wins fame and the Princess. The author's suggestive drawings are 
laughable representations of surprise people, knights, pails and dragons. Firm cardboard. 


(Pub. ) 


Wallace, Ivy 


Bannon, Laura Houghton, Mifflin 
THE BEST HOUSE IN THE WORLD $2.25 


A little tale of realization that ie a little dud. Sammy, just out of baby- 
hood, and Stripety Cat, go the rounds of the garden and investigate the housing situa- 
tions of various animals- robin, chipmunk, owl, squirrel etc. At each peek into nest or 
hollow Sammy imagines first how nice and then how inconvenient- on account of the lack of 
doors, space, proper ventilation- it would be as'a dwelling for is family. Home and 
Mummy's sugar cookies are even more thoroughly convincing. Drawings by the author, on 
the heavy side, are in black and white and rather garish color spreads of the imagined 


habitats. Cloth. (10/1) 


Franklin, George Cory Houghton, Mifflin 
SHORTY 'S MULE $2.25 

Smoky, a Colorado ranch mule, gets himself into trouble with rustlers and hero- 
ically out again in this little western yarn. After singling out Smoky for a pet when he -% 
somes in with a spring herd, ranch hand Shorty trains him then takes him along one day on @ 
» cattle check-up. Overnight, the mule wanders off, happens on a strange corral, smells 
one of its rustler attendants, and later leads Shorty and helpers to the rescue. Livelier 
than the sober text are William Moyers' clean cut mule and cattle figures, the slim leg- 
ged, long loping cowboys. For beginning readers too. (9/10) 
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Govan, Christine Noble Houghton, Miffiin 
THE SUPER-DUPER CAR $2.00 


































Three Negro children and how they got their own wagon make a story full of 
rowdy humor and realism touched off by good regional background- a factory worker 
settlement in Georgia. After the violent demises of Joe's wobbly-wheeled soap boxer- 
speeding down hill into a buggy, and of playmate John Henry's jealously guarded store- 
bought model- carelessly left in the path of a passing army truck convoy, a present 
of four wheels from Joe's pappy starts a collective campaign to buy an old axle and 
make a new wagon. During the building, the boys and their pigtailed co-schemer Susie, 
gaily realize that it’s much more fun to do things together. There's zip to the ban- 
ter in an understanding text, and Georgia country-side, demonic-angelic kids, breath- 
taking rides, are very skillfully caught in Lisl Weil's funny drawings. (9/10) 


Bromhall, Winifred Knopf 
THE CHIPMUNK THAT WENT TO CHURCH $2.00 


Prim, little girl adventures in the country- but perhaps not too soft for 
youngest daughters. On the brink of a seashore summer, Penny is sent away to her 
Great Aunt Amelia's when brother Tommy comes down with measles. Her loneliness in 
the empty house with its stiff backed tenant is modulated by friendship with a chip- 
munk and removed entirely when her family arrives to surprise her on her birthday- 
the very day the chipmunk rides to church in her pocket. The author's rounded draw- 
ings in black and white and two-tone spreads have an olden day neatness and charm. 
Cloth. (Publ.) 


Brock, Emma L. Knopf 
KRISTIE'S BUTTERCUP $2.50 


Further incidents on the Iversens' farm in the Great Lakes district (see 
Here Comes Kristie and Kristie and the Colt) with the twins Elmer and Einer, the mare 
Kristie, and the latest addition- Buttercup, a black and white Holstein. Elmer and 
Einer work hard to buy Buttercup for their mother by trading Kristie's colt, Little K. 
They see the cow make a warm friendship with Kristie, polish her sleek sides, hunt 
frantically when she gets lost by eating herself right into the haymow. Delightful 
slow going Swedish humor full of yumping yiminies, yusts and yam, and an endearing 
set of animals will please beginning readers too. Smooth drawings both in line and 
delicious soft colors by the author. (Publ.) 


Wood, Ray Lippincott 
FUN IN AMERICAN FOLK RHYMES $2 .50 


* To follow the American Mother Goose, an anthology of more nursery-folk rhymes 
with an introduction by Carl Carmer that explains a little of the olden day British 
influence, how folk rhymes get made and why they are regionally and occupationally dif- 
ferent. Spanning the last century and this, the rhymes, about a hundred of them, run 
from the most familiar- "Bye Baby Bunting", "Fuzzy-wuzzy was a bear” and to the little 
known; and there are rhymes about driving- "Pass one red light, ty-de-o", and trains- 
"Engine, engine, Number Nine" and riddles- "Chicken in the car and the car won't go- 
That's the way to spell C-H-I-C-A-G-0!" A good collection, and handy for schools, 
libraries, mothers, fathers, children and all such rhyme needing institutions. Humor- 
ous line drawings of folksy people and animals by Ed Hargis fit the verses. (10/1) 


Bemelmans, Ludwig Little, Brown 
THE HAPPY PLACE $2.50 


; * Bemelmans in an animal story with a bittersweet moral, narrated with his calm 
humor, is a success. Winthrop, a forlorn Easter bunny,is bought at the last minute from 
his New York Department store hutch, reduced from $2.98 to $1.78. Ousted from his new 
family after a few days of misbehaving, Winthrop is set just inside Central Park at 
104th St. Right away he is chased all the way down to the 70's by a whippet. He be- 
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friends a frog, then hops to the zoo and befriends a lonely but sympathetic elephant who 

sends him back to the frog with a present of a glass frog- the elephant's only companion 

piece- which in turn gets eaten by and causes the death of a cormorant. Adults too will @ 
feel a twinge at the double meaning about giving and happiness, and enjoy seeing the won- | ' 


derful Bemelmans' pictures. (9/18) 


Oxford 


Hogner, Dorothy Childs 
SNOWFLAKE $1.75 
A small but tempting Christmas story by the Hogners that takes one of Santa's 
reindeer, the rowdy, impetuous Dasher, on his own misadventures. Given to play rather 
than work and nicknamed Snowflake by mildly disapproving teammates, Dasher dashes off 
solo on Christmas eve. After flight from a menacing polar bear, he ends up in a town 
and helps a local solicitor, dressed up to look just like Santa, gather contributions 
for the poor. But the moral's not too moral and there's much charm in the friskings, 


the snowiness and Nils Hogner's happy drawings. Cloth. (9/11) 


Moore, Lilian & Random House 
Adelson, Leone THE TERRIBLE MR. TWITMEYER $2.00 


The trials of a timid dog catcher who couldn't bear to do away with the dogs 
and so kept them in secret on his farm- a catchy theme but unfortunately corny in imple- 
mentation. Feared Mr. Twitmeyer of West Brook must finally incarcerate the Noddins fami- 
ly's palsied, troublemaking mongrel Buttercup. Buttercup's amelioration on the farm ends 
in a case of homesickness and a reinvasion of West Brook- which creates such a to-do in 
the town square that Mr. Twitmeyer is summoned by the mayor, asked to explain, and in a 
turn about- made official dog trainer instead of catcher. Some laughable gambols but the 
sentiment is sticky. We haven't seen Leonard Shortall's pictures yet. (10/24 ) 


Ets, Marie Hall Viking @ 3 
BEASTS AND NONSENSE $2.00 | 


Very funny pencil drawings of lumbering, leering animals in all states of acti- 
vity and emotion go with sporadically rhyming verses, the humor of which hits peaks only 
intermittently and may well appeal more to adults than children. There's the ant-eater 
with the sticky tongue; the turtle- age 161; a rather senseless, unsuccessful march of 
zoo inmates on City Hall to petition a school and playground; a funnier set of wonderings 
about what to do with an uncomfortable looking manatee squashed under a bed; Ogden Nash- 
like lines about the ostrich: "The ostrich has fine feathers. What he lacks is some 
slacks, to cover his nethers." And it's all nonsense- pleasant- take it or leave it, 


like it or lump it. (10/3) 


Little Wonder Books Wonder Books Inc. 
(Publ. ) cardbvards,ea. 25¢ 


Harris, Joel Chandler- THE WONDERFUL TAR-BABY- The old story about Brer Rabbit 
and Brer Fox and their mutual trickery, dressed anew with deliciously deep colored cut- 
out technique pictures by Dellwyn Cunningham. 


Wilde, Irma- MR. WISHING WENT FISHING- Salty guff about a hearty, tubby retired 
sea captain who goes on rowboat jaunts to catch company for his pet fish Skipper. A star- 
fish and a crab prove too frightening as bowl companions. Finally a fellow fish does the 
trick. Pictures by George Wilde are gay colored and comic. 


EASY READING 


Adrian, Mary Holiday House ®@ 
HONEYBEE $2.00 q 


By the author of the fine study, Garden Spider, a rather disappointing bee book 
that personalizes its heroine, a worker named Honeybee, so there is almost as much sweet- 
ness as history of honey. There are the facts- Honeybee grows from milk fed larvahood, 
starts in as a nurse bee, becomes a house bee and makes wax, flies out for pollen, watches 
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a victorious queen on her nuptial flight. But we doubt Honeybee's mental and emotional 

capabilities- her concentration to form a picture in her mind as to the whereabouts of 

> the hive, her sympathy for the drones who don’t know the pleasure of work. Barbara 
Latham's two tone drawings are fairly accurate. Cloth. (9/15) 




































Goldberg, Martha Holiday House 
WAIT FOR THE RAIN $1.50 


For first and second graders a nice story about to-and-from-school rainy 
day adventures. Vigorous, splashy drawings by Christine Price go with a well-worked 
text to show young Owen, decked out in new boots and oiled sou'wester, and his older 
brother Paul, disgruntled at having to keep an eye on Owen, as they slosh across the 
street, leap puddles, gaze from rain spattered classroom windows. After more damp 
discoveries and Owen's firm stand for independence, Paul is mollified when Owen finds 
a wonderful shower under a broken drain pipe, In Holiday's Beginning to Read series. 


1 
(9/15) EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Davis, Lavinia R. Doubleday 
THE SECRET OF DONKEY ISLAND $2.50 


Eleven year old Jamie Basset and summertime on Cape Cod react wonderfully on 
each other under the skillful touch of an author who can make everyday adventures fully 
absorbing and turns a local mystery into a rousing escapade. Being the oldest male 
child at home (with three brothers and sisters away on summer projects), temporarily 
suffering under the superior rowdyisms of contemporary neighbors Pot and Trixie 
Marriott, befriending an English war veteran writer, Capt. Kirk, at camp with his 
donkey and typewriter on nearby Lion's Island, and being king pin in the catching of 
a wastrel, boat stealing son of a Cape fisherman- all bring on excitement in Jamie's 

r mundane dishwashing, youngest-in-the-family world. Solid pacts between himself and 
Kirk and the Marriotts emerge with a new sense of individuality for Jamie, who finds 
contentment in his capacities with shells and boats rather than trying to measure up 
to his Harvard brother's baseball skills. Illustrated by Jean Macdonald Porter. 
J.L.G. (10/2) 


White, E. B. Harper 
CHARLOTTE'S WEB $2.50 


* A successful juvenile by the beloved New Yorker writer portrays a farm epi- 
sode with an imaginative twist that makes a poignant, humorous story of a pig, a spi- 
der and a little girl. Young Fern Arable pleads for the life of runt piglet Wilbur 
and gets her father to sell him to a neighbor, Mr. Zuckerman. Daily, Fern visits 
the Zuckermans to sit and muse with Wilbur and with the clever pen spider Charlotte, 
who befriends him when he is lonely and downcast. At the news of Wilbur's forthcoming 
slaughter, campaigning Charlotte, to the astonishment of people for miles around, 
spins words in her web. "Some Pig" comes first. Then "Terrific"- then "Radiant". 
The last word, when Wilbur is about to win a show prize and Charlotte is about to 
die from building her egg sac, is "Humble". And as the wonderful Charlotte does die, 
the sadness is tempered by the promise of more spiders next spring. The three way 
chats, in which they are joined by other animals, about web spinning, themselves, 
other humans- are as often informative as amusing, and the whole tenor of appealing 
wit and pathos will make fine entertainment for reading aloud, too. Illustrated by 
Garth Williams. (10/15) 


Evers, Alf Macmillan 
@ THE COLONEL'S SQUAD $2.75 


Rather disappointing adventures of five Russian children orphaned by the 
revolution and smuggled out of the country by a junketing American colonel. From an 
orphanage in Kharkov, Katya, who tells the story, Tanya, Sascha, Sergey and Natascha 
go with the colonel to his people's farm just outside New York. Problems and esca- 
pades- befriending a prejudiced American boy, becoming exasperated at the well meaning 
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colonel's army regulated way of living, helping on the farm, learning about Indians and 
folk ways- end, after a mild misunderstanding, with the children's own decision to stay. 
Written in the careful idiom of the person to whom English is not native, this loses @ 
potential humor and poignancy in a too serious approach, is somehow unfeeling in its 

narrative. Too, one gets the feeling of a cause being pumped- America is a fine place 

for foreigners. Drawings by Helen Sewell. (10/21) 





Slobodkin, Louis Macmillan 
THE SPACE SHIP UNDER THE APPLE TREE $2.50 


For the novitiate science fiction reader, a harmless phantasy about young 
Eddie Blow and the occupant of an Astral Rocket Disk which lands on his grandmother's 
farm in upstate New York. As a Junior Scientist Explorer from the planet Martinea, 
"Marty" brings a working knowledge of Earth's ways, learned through special equipment. 
Quests for more information lead Marty through such amazements as a Boy Scout Jamboree, 
fishing trips, the difficulty of being explained to the neighbors- while Eddie finds 
out about secret power Z. which runs the space ship and just about everythings else on 
Martinea, gravity boots, a dictionary box etc.Fluffy put funny.Pictures by the author. (10/7) 


Kuveryday Adventure Stories Messner 
ea. $1.50 
* Though the books in this series have covered both the easy reading and early fic- 
ton levels there is benefit to third and fourth grade classrooms in these particular 1S- 
es- to the younger half of the eight to eleven year olds who need something more in story 
rm about their communities than simpler easy reading texts can tell them. Most of the books 
, characterized by a suspenseful plot that forms a natural frame for information on farming 
the fire department- or as in.some of. the series’ former titles-- other schools 
‘see MERRILY WE ROLL ALONG by Mildred Luckhardt, :952 
225) Stoutly bound and 


imbering 

ransportation, food production etc. 

2: KRISTA AND THE FROSTY PACKAGES by Helen D. Qlds, 1952+ > 

ttractively illustrated, they are gureliable set (October) ®& 
I } 


q 


Helfman, Elizabeth-MILKMAN FREDDY- When young Freddy goes his rounds of chores 
mn his father's modern dairy farm- helping with the milking machine, learning about pas- 
teurizing and cleanliness and “left sided cows", keeping the brindle out of the corn- he 
has to learn responsibility too. Uncle Ed gets mad at him for being lazy, for forgetting 
to shut the gate and so forth. But enthusiastic Freddy's nick of time discovery of the 
rising temperature in the pasteurizer, and his run of the milk route when Uncle Ed breaks 
a leg, makes him a potential dairyman in good standing. Pictures by Zhenya Gay show neat 
family, good barn and pasture detail. 


MacDonald, Zillah K.- FIREMAN FOR A DAY- Ina breathlessly paced narrative, 
Lucy and Nels, bright-eyed firemen's children of Hook and Ladder Co. Number 4, take turns 
playing on the trucks in the firehouse and are told by the men about the different fight- 
ing equipment- ladders, roof ropes and reels, pike poles, the heavy claw- and the differ- 
nt jobs- hook and ladder, pumper, hose tender. The kids witness a real blaze when a 
‘ire trap around the corner bursts into flame, and there's excitement when Lucy has to 
climb a ladder and yell for her dog. Further data on why the old house caught fire adds 
a note of complete efficiency in the account of small city fire department speed and 
oravery. Illustrated by Jules Gotlieb. 


Olds, Helen D.- CHRISTMAS TREE SAM- A December truck trip to New York is the 
center of operations on a Vermont balsam farm. Ten year old Sam and his big brother 
Brad cut and bundle Christmas trees, load them on the truck and drive to market them in 
che city. On the long haul, they rest at friend Curly's in Danbury, Conn., meet mild 
trouble in the form of a rival Vermont trucker, and Curly's bear cub which escapes and @ 
joins them for the rest of the ride. In the city, Brad and Sam use the cub for a Christ- 
masy advertising stunt, sell all their trees and beat their rival. Information,’ though 
not in as heavy doses here as in the above two, comes in the form of talks on thinning 
and pruning, other tree varieties, growing from stumps, the tree in Radio City, and 
trustworthy producer to middleman to consumer transactions. Illustrated by Lee Ames' 


cheerful drawings. 
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Tooze, Ruth- WIRES UP!- Wires- all kinds but especially telephone ones- are 
important in some unusual family adventures of the Martins of Wilmette, Ill. Bird 
watching is a prime activity with the Martins, and travelling engineer Mr. Martin, off 
on a trip to Brazil, promises his son John to be back in time to witness the March mi- 
gration of the purple martins- and to keep in close touch with him by telephone during 
the months away. Mr. Martin makes too many long distance calls for the sake of pure 
sentiment, but John's Christmas, birthday and everyday home engineering and nature pro- 
jects are absorbing enough. It's especially interesting when the migrating martins, 
at rest on the telephone wires near the house, cause a break that coincides with Mr. 
Martin's homecoming call so that it must be postponed till lineman can come and fix 
things. Again not too much fact, but. the story's nice. Try it on second graders. 
Illustrated by William Subchineon. 


Edell, Celeste Messner 
A PRESENT FROM ROSITA $2.75 


A needed family story about Puerto Ricans who immigrate to New York- but un- 
fortunately not more than a case history in its telling here. Rosita 12, Victor 10, 
Mama and big brother Pablo, all move to a small apartment in Spanish Harlem after 
Pablo's acquisition of a job as guitarist in a travelling orchestra- leaving behind 
them their hurricane-devastated house in the small town of Orciba. Principally, there 
are Victor's and Rosita's trials at P.S. 717. Victor fights Rosita's friend Jean's 
brother who teases him about his sister's sparse wardrobe, but Rosita's graduation 
present to Jean of a dress made from Mama's wedding gown helps a happy ending. A 
sluggish narrative won't help possible interest lags but the problems are real and 


the background authentic enough. Illustrated by Elton Fax. (10/f) 
. ' 4j2 2 
Garthwaite, Marion Messner 
SHAKEN DAYS $2.75 


The San Francisco earthquake of 1906 climaxes a zestful story of the growing 
up of eleven year old Megan Dyke, third in a well-to-do- Dutch family of seven. Their 
move from small San Leandro to Oakland to live in their Grannie's large house brings 
many things to a head in small Megan's life- the importance of friendship, of being 
wanted, of being given the responsibility to do as she pleases. With Grannie's help 
and the role she must play during the ‘quake, Megan befriends a snooty contemporary,is 
reconciled somewhat to her Mother's insistence that she be a little lady, and discovers 
that family, and schoolmates too, need her companionship The Bay area atmosphere plus 
recognizable problems which are handled with good humor and serenity and which are 
heightened and rei ie by an act of God make this absorbing. Illustrated by Ursula 


Koering. (10/7) 2 


Sutcliff, Rosemary Oxford 
THE ARMOURER'S HOUSE $2.50 


* A gay portrait of London in the days of Henry VIII and Ann Boleyn as it was 
seen by young Tamsyn Caunter of Devon who came to live with her swordsmith uncle and 
his family. A thin thread of plot fulfills the wish of cousin Piers, who wants to go 
to sea but feels he must remain as an apprentice, however unwilling, in his father's 
shop. But mostly, the book is one exuberant adventure after another. There's an ex- 
cursion up the Thames to picnic on Easter, a rush of Morris Dancers down the street 
on May Day, a visit to the cozy cottage and garden of an old herb woman, talks about 
the New World over old maps in the long creaky attic of the armourer's house. The ~ 
pictures by C. Walter Hodges of narrow streets, tall angular houses, the dockyards, 
snow covered roofs at Christmas, are well designed and detailed, endowed with a 
warmth that complements the stories. (Publ.) 


Kinsey, Elizabeth Franklin Watts 

SEA VIEW SECRET $2 .50 

Solid suburban adventures with those necessary elements for a good mystery- 

chums, an old house, a desperately needed lost treasure. Peter and Jane Bowman doubt 
they'll find anything exciting about existence in their modern box of a house after they 
move to Sea View from the city. But it's a matter of hours before they get acquainted 
with the tenants of an old mansion across the way- Stephen, Kate and old Aunt Matilda 
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Jessup whose plight, lack of funds for necessary upkeep, sends all concerned into a 

wild hunt for jewelry hidden years ago by a pet monkey of the Jessup's sea-going | 
grandfather. Baby sitting, earning money for a new stove for Aunt Matilda, cleaning @ 

the old house, make this the many sided kind of story that's fun to read. Pictures by | q 


Mary Stevens. (10/7) 


Frost, Frances Whittlesey House 


LITTLE FOX $2.00 


A sentimentalized fox-in-captivity story by the author of the more successful 

pony stories, Sleigh Bellis for Windy Foot Windy Foot at the County Fair, etc. The 

‘unt of his litter, Little Fox breaks his left foreleg and. bumbles his way into human 
hands. But young Nicky and his family are nice to him and he has time to observe human 
ways- the care they take of their hen house, pets, their silly habit of calling him 
Darling”. Then night visits from his father help unearth 4 loose latch and Little Fox 
escapes to his hill. But linguistic and cultural endowments make these foxes seem more 
like other humans we know than even the normally foxy fox. Drawings by Morgan Dennis 
are well designed, have a shady, out-of-doors quality. (10/1) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 
Holiday House 
BUFFALO HARVEST $2.25 


* In fluent narrative, a master of western lore and fiction for young readers 

ecreates a beautiful, simple picture of the Plains Indian life cycle as it swung, years 

“0, @round the comings and goings of the buffalo herds. Vivid prose sharpens perspec- 

ive as first the importance of the buffalo and the legends about him, then the Indians’ 

ocation of their hunt camp, the "surround" of a southward moving herd fattened by a 

ummer on the Dakota plains, the butchering and conservation processes and the winter 

reparations- all are detailed. Linear actions in the author's many drawings heighten r 
ithe sympathy of the account as herds thunder north in spring, as fervent hunt dances are 

held, as hides are scraped by squaws or decorated by warriors. As a study that derives 

rom the Indian point of view, lore and legend, this is excellent anthropological mater- 


\l- and fine literature. (9/15) 
Carmer, Carl 


Rounds, Glen 


Messner 
A FLAG FOR THE FORT $2.25 50 


A patriotic fictionalization of true incidents surrounding the siege of Balti- 
more in the war of 1812- as they were experienced by two children Sam Sands and Caroline 
Pickersgill. The main events include the writing of the Star Spangled Banner, the mak- 
ing of the huge flag for Fort McHenry, the saving of the day by Sam and Caroline who 
show American officers the old French shipwreck from which they obtain cannon. A well 
paced narrative highlights the endless hours during the summer of 1813 when Caroline and 
her mother and grandmother sewed on the yards of red, white and blue bunting, intermitt- 
‘nt army maneuvers through town, the shipwreck playground, the Pickersgills' meeting 
vith young Lt. Prancis Scott Key of the Baltimore infantry. Conversations with old timers 

nd their reminiscences about the days of '76 deepen the historical background and the 
limaxing siege is topped off by a fife and drum parade, the Kentucky volunteers" hearty 
pinging of the new song. Fine reading for history projects or the thrill of chancing on 
i story about something learned in school. Illustrated by Elizabeth Carmer. J.L.G. (ro/syal 


THE UNITED STATES BOOKS 


Bailey, Bernadine Whitman 
IOWA: OKLAHOMA: TENNESSEE ea. $1.00 


Following the same format as the other books in this series, these latest have 

1e brief historical, geographical, economic outline in text that runs along with color- © 
ful, informative pictures by Kurt Wiese. A map at the beginning orients for brief com- 
ientaries on early explorations, physical characteristics of the land, political history, 
‘airy, farm and mineral products, cities, famous people and a bit of the cultural life. 


ut in general they remain only dry facts, adequate enough in themselves, but stripped 


w 
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of the imagery that would join them with personal experience. Classroom material. 
Cloth with firm stitching. (Publ.) , 

9 Judson, Clara Ingram Wilcox & Follett 
THOMAS JEFFERSON $3.50 


A fine, warm biography worthy in personal feeling and contemporary background 
of its subject's place as a founder of ideals and a mover of men. An unruffled combina- 
tion of expository and on the scene writing depict Jefferson the person- as he grew 
from happy boyhood through half-gay, half-thoughtful student days at William and Mary, 
loved music, married, build Monticello and enjoyed his children; Jefferson the honest 
statesman and free thinker- as he started on his law career, first mused on freedom, 
wrote the Summary View, watched Patrick Henry speak in 1775, wrote the Declaration of 
Independence, was governor, ambassador and president. A wholly favorable biography, 
this sets up the sparks of place and time andpersonality necessary for the kindling 
of young minds. Handsome drawings by Robert Frankenburg and an excellent binding make 
it a pleasure to handle as well. For twelve and thirteen year olds too. (Publ. ) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Wallace, May Nickerson Abelard 
CHALLENGE TO BABS $2.50 


* A grand 4-H story set in the Florida countryside and marked by clearly and 
humorously expressed overtones of human relationships. Links in the chain are: the 
fatherless Trents- Mother, Kathy 13, and young Dave; the motherless Dalys- Babs 12, 
and Dave's contemporary Robert, who have been sent by Capt. Daly to winter with the 
Trents; a mysterious but helpful neighbor, Alan Bell (later discovered to be a juven- 
ile author); Maggie Morrow and her very poor family; the new 4-H agent, Miss Bonnie 

4 Barnard. Woven in with Babs', Kathy's and Maggie's assiduous sewing, dairying and 

7 housekeeping activities to win places in the Short Course at the University in Talla- 

hassee are the off-again-on-again romance of Bell and Bonnie; the stinging disappoint- 
ment when Capt. Daly re-marries, not, as Babs had hoped,- Aunt Louise Trent, but an- 
other, Annette, with whom Babs must learn to be friends. The swiftness of the narra- 
tive is a fault that makes things happen in space rather than place, but the illus- 
trations by Jean MacDonald Porter and the salty-sweet conversations of pre-adoles- 
cence liven a book which has a definite appeal for girls. (10/1) 


Garst, Warren E. Ariel - Pellegrini & Cudahy 
TEXAS TRAIL DRIVE $2.75 


Boy and horse adventures get dull treatment in a story about cattle steal- 
ing in post-Civil War Texas. After his father and brother have gone to fight, young 
Dave is left with the ranch work and his own job of taming the wild mustang, Duster. 
Financial straits at the war's end prompt Dave's father to send a herd north to sell 
in Kansas. A tricky driver loses him the first shipment, but on the second, Dave, 
with Duster, saves the day by befriending Comanches who, in turn, help to wallop 
rustlers near Abilene. Although fodder for the horse market, the contrived occur- 
rences put history and atmosphere at a minimum. Pictures by Joshua Tolford. (9/5) 


Thompson, Harlan Doubleday 
STAR ROAN $2.50 


Early nineteenth century Southern California sea coast backgrounds a boy and 
horse mystery that delves into the lives of silversmiths, padres, rancheros and clipper 
captains. Young Ramon Yorba's father is killed by poachers while on his way to deliver 

. some bridles to the rich Sepulveda. Ramon, now head of his house, works to find a won- 
derful stallion swept overboard from a storm-wracked ship from Spain and to obtain the 
deed to some land falsely claimed by a low down rancher, Lopez. Horse and land are 
Ramon's after quests that involve more sentiment than action. Text accented by water- 

colorist Millard Sheets’ handsome black and white drawings. (9/18) : 
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Henry Holt 


Gilbert, Kenneth 
THE TRAP $2.50 


Exciting adventures of robbery and hidden treasure trimly tailored to ex- 
cellent regional background- Alaska and the salmon fishing territory. Up for a summer 
job on his uncle's fish trap at Cultus Cove, it falls upon young Steve Brandon to be 
trap watchman when Uncle Joe gets appendicitis. With the help of a Thlinget boy, Johnny 
Buck, marauding grizzlies, a salmon menacing octopus, subterranean passageways on an 
Indian tabooed island- are to be overcome before Bert Fogarty and his gang of fish pi- 
rates are caught and a treasure left by early Russian settlers discovered. There's 
more than a glimpse at the commercial fisheries business and Steve's friendship with 
Johnny Buck provides an airing of Indian lore. Fred Collins' drawings have lots of ac- 


tion. J.L.G. (10/2) 


Scott, Dustin C. Knopf 


THE RETURN OF MOJAVE JOE $2.50 


This sequel to Mojave Joe brings the wise coyote back to his southern Calif- 
ornia hills, after his escape from the Ohio zoo and his cross-country return with his 
mate, Fleetfoot, found in Indiana. Vigilance over the friendly Brant ranch and a sneaky 
trapper hunting for the zoo, fighting other coyotes for food and the destruction of a 
rattlesnake nest are events in the coyotes' summer which ends with the Brants' discovery 
of gold bars in Mojave Joe's lair and Fleetfoot's instinctive return her own home. Al- 
though Joe behaves in an almost human way towards the people he helps - and hinders - 
there is a marked coyoteness about him that makes this good natural history literature. 


Nicely illustrated by Charles H. Geer. (Publ.) 


Vipont, Charles 
BLOW THE MAN DOWN $2.75 
Based on the true story of Thomas Lurting, who sailed the Mediterranean as a 
boatswain's mate on a British frigate in 1657, the adventures here have their roots in 
piracy, religious faith and mysterious parentage and are presented in a first person 
account by Richard Croly, a young shipmate of Lurting's. Facing the Spanish fleet off 
the Canaries, Lurting is converted to the Quaker faith by some brave and generous sail- 
ors and leads a mild mutiny in protest against the mishandling of the crew. With the 
succession of Charles II there is another trip on another ship and the dangerous and 
complicated restoration of some captured Turkish sailors, together with revelation of 
Richard's true identity as the son of a miscreant Lord. What must have been an event- 
ful period in Lurting's life is dulled by a telling which does not do justice to the 
incidents or the maritime customs of the times. Lurting's own account is reproduced in 


an appendix. Pictures by Norman Hepple. (9/10) 


McNeer, May Viking 
UP A CROOKED RIVER $2.50 


Adventure in the 1870's with an unusual twist - a river boat stuck on a. 
treacherous Florida swamp lake - occurs fantastically but believably in the lives of 
four children and their aunt. They are riding the small Palmetto Queen, en route from 
Charleston to a new plantation home, up the Oklawaha River, and have as traveling com- 
panions two ineffectual young lawyers, an Italian opera star and her maid and a bluster- 
ing Captain. When the uecen. goes aground in Vanishing Lake, it is the young Renfroes, 
particularly Randy, 14, and his tomboy sister, Pug, 12, who prove to be the only prac- 
tical and capable passengers. Their efforts to find help take them into the marshes, 
inhabited not only by snakes and cranes but by a wise old hermit, Muskie McGee, who is 
cooperative,and by untrustworthy hunters, who are not. The singer turns out to be a 
product of the backwoods, and not an Italian, whose knowledge of Indians and such is 
most welcome. A bright, humorous episode ends with the Queen safely on her way and all 
the voyagers better friends. The Florida swamp “atmushphere" is effective. Lynn Ward 
is the illustrator half of a reliable team. (10/10) 


Lippincott — 
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Fenner, Phyllis - £d. Franklin Watts 
GHOSTS, GHOSTS, GHOSTS each $2.50 

ELEPHANTS, ELEPHANTS, ELEPHANTS 


* Two new additions to Watts' Terrific Triple Title series, each filled with 
good yarns about all angles of their subjects. Represented writers in the spook anth- 
Ology are well knowns in both juvenile and adult fields: there's Walter R. Brooks with 
a story about a boy and a haunted house; Arthur Quiller Couch tells of swirling English 
sea coast in “Roll Call of the Reef"; the Ceylon jungle fairly crawls with danger in a 
story about rubies and temples by Rupert Sargent Holland; Kipling, Jan Struther, Ruth 
Sawyer, Stephen Vincent Benet are others. Fascinating facts about the zoo elephant, 
the jungle elephant (Indian, African and Burmese) the work, the circus and the histor- 
ical elephant, as well as the one who never forgets, are uncovered by such elephant- 
philes as Rudyard Kipling- with both the Toomai and Just-Sc stories; Alfred Powers with 
"Hannibal's Elephants"; Theodore Waldeck and Frank Buck with tales about hunting and 
training, etc. Both books handsomely illustrated by Manning de V. Lee. (9/7) 


McFarland, Wilma- fd, Franklin Watts 
THEN IT HAPPENED: Stories of Unforgettable Moments $3 .00 


A fair collection of teen age stories of the boy-meets-girl variety taken 
mostly from the "regulars" like The Ladies” Home Journal,Senior Prom, Seventeen etc., 
and, with a plurality of heroines, for feminine readers. On anything and everything 
from early high school to pre-marriage puzzlers and delights- there's a bit of the 
going-away-to-college blues in "How do You Say Goodbye?" by Robert Fontaine; a tale of 
two girls in eighteenth century Vermont, cured through love and work, from a "decline" 
in "Witch Doctor" by Dorothy C.Fisher; the segregation of a Negro girl in “There Isn't 
Time Now" by Helen Gregutt. Other writers- D.V.S. Jackson, Laura Cooper Rendina, Mar- 
gueritte Harmon Bro, and- a treat- the proposal scene between Bernard and Ethel from 
"The Young Visiters" by Daisy Ashford. For the periodical dip in to another's momen- 
tous moment. (9/7) 


Walpole, Ellen Wales & World 
Elsbree, Elizabeth GETTING ALONG $2250 


* A fine story about early teen age family and school life, exhibitive of good 
writing, breadth of scope and healthy problem solving. In the form of sketches about 
the Douglases who live in the small town of Sycamore- Carol 14, Bill 15, young Peter 
and Sue and their patient but guiding parents- the book encompasses a year in the lives 
of its primary (Carol) and secondary (Bill) protagonists. Swift, salty dialogue de- 
scribes such experiences of Carol's as stealing from the local five and ten- and get- 
ting caught at it- in order to join a club led by a ne'er do well ninth grader, an 
eye-opening courtship by a flashy sorority called the "Sparklers", excitement when 
next door neighbor Paul finally gets to be an inch taller than herself; of Bills' such 
as date worries, younger brother troubles, the ethics of interschool sports rivalries. 
Carol is a faithful diary keeper and her prolific comments on lipstick, movie stars, 
that horrible misunderstood feeling, her brother's secretly kept etiquette book, hu- 
morously mirror the seething turbulence of adolescence. For parents too. Illustra- 
ted.by Richard Horowitz. (10/6) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN-NON-FICTION 


Bishop, Richard W. Crowell 
STEPPING STONES TO LIGHT $2.50 


A neatly packaged history of the science of electricity through short sketches 
of the field's most important figures, from the early Greeks to the present day,- and 
their discoveries. There is such data as Thales' wonderments at a shiny piece of amber 
when it attracted a feather, Michael Faraday's era marking triumph with the electro- 
magnet and the possibilities it opened for the dynamo, Edison's endless hours treating 
threads to make a filament strong enough for his lamp. Ohm, Ampere, Franklin, Galvani, 
Humphrey Davy are others at whose laboratories and minds the reader is given a peek. 
Although scientific detail is at a minimum, good historical background and the clear 
portrayals disclose the excitement of scientific progress. Illustrations and diagrams 
by Paul Valentino. (9/23) 
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Marriott, Alice Growell 
INDIANS OF THE FOUR CORNERS $2.75 
In 1948 Alice Marriott wrote a well detailed book about the plains Indians @ 
called Indians on Horseback. This one, about the Pueblo Indians in the territory that 
joins Utah, Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona is more scholarly and informative than 


the other- of appeal to middle and higher teens. Though written from an apparently arm- 
chair vantage point and lacking the cultural anthropologist's directness, there is wide 
coverage both of the Pueblo's history when they were called the Anasazi, and of their 
present culture as it manifests itself in crafts, hunting, farming, religion, the life 


cycle. Illustrated by Margaret Lefranc. (10/7) 


: 
Patterson, Robert; Mebel, Miidred Holiday House j 
& Hill, Lawrence- fds ON OUR WAY $3.50 ° 


Unique in anthologies, this harbours short selections from the autobiographies 
of well known Americans- of the by-lines rather than the headlines- about some exciting 
or deciding episode in their youths. Spanning both years and social and occupational 
brackets- some of the book's figures are Bob Feller, Langston Hughes, Will James, William 
O. Douglas, W. C. Handy, Gladys Hurlbut. An anecdote from The Life of P. T. Barnum by 

imself tells of his first trip to New York from Connecticut when he was twelve; Eddie 
Foy's Clowning Through Life tells of a hectic few days with the Chicago fire when he was 
rifteen. Pine browsing material, each selection sports a smartly accented drawing by 
Robert Patterson and is appendixed by a brief biographical outline. (10/15) 


Johnson, Enid Messner 
BILL WILLIAMS: Mountain Man $2.75 


An affectionate life study of the Missouri mountain man- trapper, trader, scout 
ind friend of the Indians. Through his early nineteenth century heyday, the author 
charts the rough-hewn hero's course: rejection of a missionary's life for tribal member- © ‘ 
ship with the Osage, the marking of the Santa Fe Trail, years of countrywide trapping : 
ind trading, his death in 1846 after a bad time with the troubled Fremont expedition. 
Always sympathetic, but mindful that Bill was no angel, the narrative pauses effectively 
on such pioneer day scenes as snappy trade in gay Santa Fe, buffalo hunts and tribal 
customs, trappers’ rendezvous, Indian wars and the urgency of clearing territory for 
settlement. It's tiresome in spots where Bill's later years in the mountains are des- 
-ribed too extensively, but generally a well grounded lively biography. Decorations by 


Richard Bennett. (9/7 
: 


‘) 


Komroff, Manuel Messner 


MARCO POLO $2.75 


A biography that chooses wisely and colorfully from Polo's own accounts and 
when imagination needs suffice, makes firm connecting links. Along chronological steps- 
from Marcco's boyhood prior to Nicolo's and Maffeo's first return through the journey, 
return ,and iuwprisonment by the Genoese when he wrote the account from his notes- Komroff 
emphasizes both historical event and Marco's interest in his surrounding as he notices 
exotic scenery, talks to a gateman at the China Wall to learn the story of Genghis Khan, 
wonders at Kublai's fabulous Cambalu and Xanadu courts, advises the Khan in the treach- 
erous Achmath incident, travels homeward to escort the princess Cocachin to Persia. A 
small storehouse of information in itself, this is fascinating supplementary reading, a 
fine first glimpse of Oriental splendor and history. Illustrated by Edgard Cirlin.(9/2)2> 

Schmeltzer, Kurt Franklin Watts 


THE LONG ARCTIC NIGHT $2.50 


Translated from the German, this is the story, told as a first hand account, ©} 
of William Barents' last expedition in 1596, to find a Northeast passage to the Orient. g 
Quietly, the author puts forth his graphic version in the words of a German lad who 
joined the stalwart Barents in Amsterdam. The journey is marked by treacherous sailing 
along the north coast of Novaya Zemlaya, the necessity to abandon an ice-locked ship at 
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the western end of the islands, a dark winter spent in a homemade hut, and the miraculous 
return to Kola Bay in the spring. Doing business with the Arctic- hunting bear, fox, 
reindeer, keeping warm, storing provisions, warding off scurvy, trying to keep on good 
terms rather than at odds with one another, are seriously annotated here, with a time- 
seme rot lends itself to accounts of survival and discovery. Drawings by David 
Cobb. 9/72 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


English, James W. Abelard 
BORDER ADVENTURE $2.50 


* The sleepy, colorful Mexican border town of San Robles is brusquely awakened 
in this thriller about jewel thieves and journalism that cries for a straight-through 
reading. The advent of a mysterious eastern newspaperman, Little Al, brings a renova- 
tion of the biweekly Border Gazette and a job with that paper for young Jerry Hudspeth, 
business manager of the San Robles High School Clarion. Chases through chaparral and 
around dark corners involve cigarette lighter cameras and high school butinskies, the 
near incrimination of Little Al himself, a nationwide scoop and turn up a clever smugg- 
ling ring, Al's background as a famous authority on jewel thieves,and a swell news 
career for Jerry. Snappy. (10/f) 


Webster, Joe ‘Ariel-Pellegrini & Cudahy 
DODGER DOUBLEHEADER $2.00 


A yappy, scrappy baseball yarn about a twin brother catcher-pitcher team who 
cyclone their way to winning a world series for the Brooklyn boys. Dan and Ben Porter 
are huge, part Indian and hail from Oklahoma. A Dodger contract takes them out of 
the city Class B games before the big time and its accompanying knots- Ben's conceited 
show stealing and the injury to his arm that puts a stop to senseless shenanigans, but 
does not prevent the final, winning game. Escapades like sloshing paint around a 
ladies' convention hall in Philly, just for excitement, and Ben's spiel about baseball's 
no smoking regulations in the midst of a TV cigarette program muck up the story, but 
it's all for the game- tra la. (9/5) 


Davidson, Louis B. Crowell 
& Doherty, Eddie CAPTAIN MAROONER $3.00 


* Blood and thunder sea adventure in the tradition of Sabatini- but based on 
years of research into all available sources relating to the actual facts surrounding 
the mutiny on the whaler Glove, ont of Nantucket back'in 1822- and told through the 
mouth of young George Comstock, a Quaker, reluctant to sail, but soon seasoned to the 
task. With him the reader shares daily experiences- whales,, tropical ports, storms, 
the horrors of early ship life that culminated in the mutimy which he himself cham- 
pioned. There is a return to the tropics two years later to find some of the lost 
crew, who turn against George, and a dramatic court scene with a surprise ending. 
(Full report on p. 419) (9/22) 


Bro, Margueritte Harmon Doubleday 
STUB: A COLLEGE ROMANCE $2.50 

Lightly sophisticated, heart rending and warming first year college exper- 
iences of young Stub Larsen in a novel that is steps above the average in teenage fic- 
tion. While perhaps laying her veneer of devil-may-care freshman flippency to the 
point of glossing deeper emotions, the author does deal adultly with the problems Stubs 
faces at small but intellectual Quilby College in Illinois. He sticks to his guns when 
a cocky senior demands he take a humanities course from a professor of his choosing, 
comes unscathed from a romance with a Mexican campus cutie who tries to trick him into 
a U. S. citizenship-helping marriage. His friends emerge as sympathy rousing person- 
alities as they discuss Plato, the faculty's faults, family upsets, a Hollywood talent 
show, and one feels both tragedy and the blessing of good things enjoyed when the gay 
Becky dies of meningitis, a fine solidarity when Stub finds his love for Leta, a girl 
from his own home town. Though not so stirring as the author's Sara (1949, p. 476), 


this is a satisfying approach to the realities of college life. (10/16) 
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Wodehouse, P. G. , Doubleday 
PIGS HAVE WINGS $2.75 


That portly porker, the Empress of Blandings, is ready for her third win in 
the Fat Pigs Contest, but Lord Emsworth's hopes shatter when he hears of Sir Gregory's 
fabulous entry, the Queen of Matchingham. Hon. Galahad Threepwood, on the move to nob- 

le the Queen, is counterplayed by a drinking pigman and threatened by several romances, 
11 bustling at once, etc. (Full report on p. #73) (10/2) 


Woods, William : Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
RIOT AT GRAVESEND $3.00 


A suspenseful historical novel based on the English peasants' revolt led by 


datt Tyler in 1380 and traduced by the boy king Richard II. The believable fictional 


haracters are Meg, rebellious daughter of a Gravesend priest, Robin Belling,an escaped 
erf, and Thomas Kybbet,a gentleman's son who sides with the commoners. The counter- 


plots of upper class connivance, costumes of the times, make a good period piece. 


| (Full report on p. 't70) (9/16) 
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Ehrlich, Bettina Harper 
A HORSE FOR THE ISLAND . $2.75 


There is the trusting innocence of youth and the charm of a foreign landscape 
n this story of the Italian island of Limore where Giovanni Tarlao, a farmer and a 


yvintner, leases some land and overcomes the native suspicion of the villagers. A simple 
chain of circumstances involving Giovanni's drowning horse leads to swamp clearings, other 
innovations, and corruption- and to a judgement of nature and then a ‘heroic rescue by 


iovanni's mute son, to save the girl he loves. (Full report on p. 473) (10/1) 


Hartwell, Nancy Holt 
WHO WAS SYLVIA? $2.50 


Another good post-high school, pre-career and marriage novel that has for its 
cus the world of music and a heroine of obscure parentage. Turning down the comfort- 
sle college and social life her adopted family offer her, music-loving Sylvia Clement 
oes to Philadelphia to hunt a job and to start on the trail of her identity. Her only 
lue is the memory of her childhood with kindly Gramp Jameson in his house on Camac 
treet. In a music student boarding house she meets Sean Patriz, whose aim is opera, 


nd finds work as assistant to a music librarian in a radio station. While growing in 


opreciation of music - and each other, Sylvia and Sean find clues that lead them from 
amac Street to other Jameson relatives who have information and proof that Sylvia is 


ve child of a French couple killed before the war and that her inheritance is suffici- 


nt to continue her musical education. A socialite's romance that fizzles out provides 
nice contrast between and sidelight on the shallow home town and the fuller city life. 
reezy line drawings by Edward Smith. J. L.G. (10/2) 


Tufts, Anne B. Holt 
AS THE WHEEL TURNS $2.50 


A historical novel of good proportions that treats of the development of New 
ngland spinning mills during the industrial revolution, and in particular, of a mill 
own in New Hampshire. Anthony Bryce, son of the English power loom inventor and mill 
echanic James Bryce, comes to Portsmouth after his father is killed by a mob angered 


at the thought of losing their jobs through greater machine efficiency. His career in 


‘ 


dé 


nerica involves cimilar battles- persuading narrow minded mill men to increase produc- 
ion, struggling with the embargo on goods from England during the war of 1812 and de- 


ending the town from British soldiers, a lively acquaintance with the cause champion- 
ng Daniel Webster. Marriage with a Quaker girl despite the wishes of her people rounds 
he roster before the final rewards of loom production. Smooth. going in a book that 


is its share of adventures and good historical background. Illustrated by Robert 


voremus . Jo L. G. (10/2) 
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Lippincott 
FAST TURNS $2 .50 


More melodrama and complicated plot than ballet in the story of a young New 
York dancer, her fatherless family of five, their convalescent veteran boarder and 
their subsequent financial and emotional problems. Things happen when sixteen year old 
Adrienne Howard, a promising pupil at Mme. Rysakov's, gets to know a bunch of dancers 
from the more important Krassnov school, when crippled sister Hilda is chosen for free 
treatment and a warm springs establishment, when an ousted rival dancer messes with 
soldier Jim's private affairs- to retaliate. The end reveals that Jim is oil rich- 
has been the Howard's secret benefactor- has cemented relations between Rysakov and 
Krassnov- and wants to marry Adrienne's youthful mother. Light discussions treat of 
Classical versus modern ballet, the problems of studio-loft choreography. But ex- 
pected,channelled character activity dampens the creativity all around. (10/1) 


Horgan, Paul Longmans, Green 
ONE RED ROSE FOR CHRISTMAS $2.00 


An unpretentious miracle tale with the theme of love and acceptance. Mother 
Superior Seraphim dislikes unattractive Kathie, whom she suspects to have set the fire 
that burned Mount St. Catherine's Home for Girls and that caused the death of Reverend 
Mother's twin sister St. Anne. She asks for a sign- a red rose- to prove St. Anne is 
in eternal happiness. And when it is Kathie who brings her the token, she gets her 
answer from the Bishop "..it is the instant of love, the small separate act, with 
which we must begin..." and makes her starts with Kathie. (Full report on p.474) (10/8) 


Lyon, Jessica Macrae-Smith 
THIS MY DESIRE $2.50 


A worthwhile look at those difficult years between high school and marriage, 
and their concurrent problems of finding the right man and the right job, that await 
the girl who doesn't go to college. Unsettled and overly inclined to man-chasing, 
nineteen year old Joanne Locke has her trials. She is repeatedly crushed:- when she 
discovers handsome Rod Wyatt's only interest is a possible job with her father and is 
forced by a friend's brother, Bruce MacGregor, to face her humiliating mistake- when 
stores and offices turn her down for lack of secretarial training. Business school 
lands her an eye-opening job with a social service agency and a change of heart in 
Bruce's arms. Glimpses of other young loves and of young Eddie Locke's disastrous 
bout with a bunch of hot rodders complete a sympathetic story of responsibility 
building. (10/7) 


Cadell, Elizabeth Morrow 
CRYSTAL CLEAR $3.00 


Down another English garden (or bridal ) path, as the newspaper announcement 
of the engagement of young Paul Saxon to a girl he'd never heard of brings on all kinds 
of romantic repercussions. He never identifies this intended,but the choice of another 
girl his uncle doesn't like. brings on a pleasant confusion of intrigue and infatua- 
tion, mostly sunny. (Full report on p. 475) (10/8) 


Hood, Torrey Putnam 
SATURDAY NIGHT IS MY DELIGHT $3.00 


The title is from a popular ballad of the twenties and sets the tone for a 
genial Irish-American family story. There are the McGaffeys- Mike and Nora, Gram, and 
their children- Liz, Katie, Tom, little Joe and Mike Jr. Katie changes affections from 
stiff, formal Terence Mahoney to a young artist Sean O'Bannion, but after a family 
flurry about this, and Gram's heartrending death, no one is the worse for wear. Pleas- 


ant. (Full report on p- 469) (8/22) 


Atwater, Montgomery Random House 
RUSTLERS OF THE HIGH RANGE $2.50 


Those husky smoke jumpers, Hank and Jim of the U.S. Forest Service, continue 
some daredevil activities with Don, a rancher's son, in the settlement of a feud be- 
tween the cattlemen and the government conservation. The ranchers want a free range for 
their stock, but the forestry department knows that waste is caused by uncontrolled 
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grazing. Rustlers add a new danger, and are caught, and a bang-up forest fire back- 

grounds the conclusion in which Don, his loyalties divided, is the key figure in the 

ranchers' conversion to more practical policies. Clumsily expressed western sentiments 

are a damper on the drama which has a certain vocational value. (10/27) SS 


Corwin, Norman Simon & Schuster 
DOG IN THE SKY $2.95 


An expansion of a 1941 radio broadcast and subtitled -7he Authentic and Unex- 
surgated Odyssey of Runyon Jones this offers an imaginative treatment of the tried and 
true boy and dog story. Jones' dog, Pootsy, did not go to Dog Heaven because he was an 
auto chaser and leash resister, and the nine year old boy is set to track him down to 
Purgatory. Officialdom shuts its eyes as he starts off but B. L. Z.. Bubb flashes the 
news to Wick who is determined to undermine the Cosmos and the cosmic chase is on- and 
so on till success. (Full report on p. 476) (10/7) 


Friendlich, Dick Westminster 
LINE SMASHER $2.50 


College football- sparked by a chain of campus rivalries set off by the pride. 
of an over-brilliant quarterback, Bill Devlin. Bill, endowed with a faculty for produc- 
ing eidetic images, and his more normally intelligent, steadier roommate Cliff Gear, make 
the varsity of Ferris College as sophomores. But it is before the discovery of the 
reason behind Bill's cockiness that he nearly loses his campus popularity, that Cliff be- 
omes incensed at being forever championed by his superior roommate. Laying facts bare 
puts grid roles into proper perspective, erases charges of favoritism, makes a humble, 
more reasonable Bill. And some sharp playing makes good game passages. (10/3) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Hunter, J. A. Harper 


HUNTER $3.50 @ 


* A veteran white hunter, for some twenty odd years associated with the Game Control 
idepartment of Kenya, here shares a lifetime of adventure, most of it spent hunting in 
Africa. From copious notes comes "J, A.'s" account of his years as a professional in 
the occupation he most loved: he shot lion for their hides, he guided sportsmen on sa- 
faris to unspoiled game areas, he was assigned the task of clearing areas of herds of 
marauding beasts- lions, elephants, rhinos, buffaloes, he lived with the natives- the 
Masai, and so on. Superb recounting. (Full report on p. 480) (10/2) 


Davenport, Basil- fd William Sloane 
GREAT ESCAPES $4.95 


An omnium gatherum of evasion in which exerpts from historical, biographical 
and autobiographical records show feats and flights like Mohammed'‘s.Hegira, Cellini's es- 
cape from the castle prison of St. Angelo, Mary Queen of Scots' from Loch Leven, and many 
many more. Good annals of courage and resourcefulness. (Full report on p. 447) (9/15) 


Billings, Henry Viking 
ALL DOWN THE VALLEY $3.50 


* To add to books about our inland waterways and their histories. and the author's 

own record of non-fiction for younger readers (Construction Ahead- 1951, Diesel Electric 4030- 
1950 )- a wonderfully planned and executed treatise on the Tennessee and T.V.A. Camera-like, 
the passages first focus historically- from Donelsen's expedition in: 1779 through the first 
pre-Civil War flowering of valley prosperity, the war itself, through the subsequent floods 
ind general downgrade of agriculture that culminated in the establishment of T.V.A. in 1933. 
Three profiles of the Meford family in Clay County- as they weathered life on the Tennessee 
‘uring its phases from 1865 to 1952- admirably highlight explicit chapters on the adminis- 
-ration and actual building of the Authority. The issues, for example whether or not to 
uuild nine high ones or several more lower dams, the relocation of families during the 
construction, the question of a T.V.A. “yardstick” for the nation's hydroelectric power 
prices, are placed in clear relief- and there are fascinating descriptions of the dams . 
hemselves, the river and its geography, the wonders of new community planning. Many hand- 
some drawings by the author liven the text even more. For all who want to know of T.V.A. 


(10/10) 
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